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Contagion       Among the Australian tribes it was a common practice
""fj0.**   to knock out one or more of a boy's front teeth at those
teetB ill
Australia,  ceremonies of initiation to which every male member had to
submit before he could enjoy the rights and privileges of a
full-grown man.1    The reason of the practice is obscure; a
conjecture on this subject has been hazarded above.2    All
that concerns us here is the evidence of a belief that a
sympathetic relation continued to exist between the lad and
his teeth after the latter had been extracted from his gums,
Thus among some of the tribes about the river Darling, in
New South Wales, the extracted tooth was placed under the
bark of a tree near a river or water-hole ; if the bark grew over
the tooth, or if the tooth fell into the water, all was well; but
if it were exposed and the ants ran over it, the natives believed
that the boy would suffer from a disease of the mouth.3
Among the Murring and other tribes of New South Wales
the extracted tooth was at first taken care of by an old
man,  and   then   passed   from   one   headman   to   another,
until it had gone all round the community, when it came
back  to the lad's father, and  finally to   the lad himself.
But however it was thus conveyed from hand to hand, it
might on no account be placed in a bag containing magical
substances, for to do so would, they believed, put the owner
of the tooth in great danger.4     The late Dr. Howitt once
acted as custodian of the teeth which had been extracted
from some novices at a ceremony of initiation, and the old
men earnestly besought him not to carry them in a bag in
( which they knew that he had some quartz crystals.    They
declared that if he did so the magic of the crystals would
pass into the teeth, and so injure the boys.    Nearly a year
after Dr. Hewitt's return from the ceremony he was visited
by one of the principal men of the Murring tribe, who had
travelled some two hundred and fifty miles from his home to
fetch back the teeth.    This man explained that he had been
1 As to the diffusion of this custom     Anthropological Institute; xiii. (1884)
in Australia see above, p. 97.                  p. 128.     For the  practice of some
*  See pp. 07 sffff.                               Victorian tribes see above, p. 98.
occ pp. y7 s99.                                  4 ^ w   Howitt, in Journal of the
*  F. Bonney, " On some Customs of     Anthropological Institute, xiii. (1884)
the Aborigines of the River Darling,     pp.  456 sq.\   id.,  Native   Tribes oj
New South Wales," Journal of tht     South-East Australia, p. 561.